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 The aim of this study was to investigate the degree of 

concordance in the diagnosis of learning disabilities, utilizing 

rating scales and the discrepancy index between actual and 

expected achievement and to explore consequent implications 

of the findings for counseling in a sample of Jordanian children. 

 

 The population of the study consisted of fourth grade 

Public Schools students (males and females) in Amman. The 

first sample of the study consisted of 100 students, who were 

administered a test of nonverbal intelligence, an Arabic Reading 

test, and a Mathematics test. 

  

The scores obtained for this sample were used to 

calculate the regression formula between intelligence and 

reading, and between intelligence and mathematics for a sample 

from the targeted population.   
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  The second sample consisted of 120 students, who 

were selected according to their achievement in their classes, 10 

students from each class, 3 of them were classified as high 

achievers, and 7 as low achievers. The total number of this 

sample was 84 low achievement students and 36 high 

achievement students In addition to the previous tests, the 

Rating Scale was administered to this sample. 

 

 Analysis of data for the first sample, using the 

regression formula obtained gave the actual and the expected 

achievement for Reading and Mathematics for the second 

sample, taking into consideration the confidence interval 95% 

and 68%, and the standard error of estimate when predicting 

Reading and Mathematics scores from intelligence scores in the 

calculation of the discrepancy between the actual and the 

expected achievement. 

 

 The inter-rater reliability for the Rating Scale was 

estimated for two teachers, rating independently six students. 

The coefficients obtained were 0.97 for the total scores, 0.95 for 

the verbal subtests and 0.92 for the nonverbal subtests. 

Profiles for a number of students in the low achievement 

and high achievement groups were made. These profiles 

compared performance of  

 

each student across the rating scale subtest scores. Other 

profiles compared actual and expected achievement in reading 

and mathematics for a number of cases. 
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The results identified 73 cases out of 120 as having 

learning difficulties according to the Rating Scale, which 

constituted 60% of the total sample. Among these, 69 cases were 

from the low achievers, and 4 cases only from the high 

achievers.   

  

According to the discrepancy criterion 31 cases out of 

the 120 (25.8%) were identified as having learning difficulties at 

the 95% confidence interval; but 66 cases out of the 120 (50%) 

were identified at the 68% confidence interval. 

 

The degree of concordance according to the Rating 

Scale and the discrepancy criteria were as follows:  

As regards the number of cases identified according to 

the discrepancy criterion at the 95% confidence interval, 80.6% 

of these were identified by the Rating Scale criteria; and at the 

68% confidence interval 78% were identified by the Rating Scale 

criteria. 

 As regards the number of cases identified according to 

the Rating Scale criteria 34% of these were identified according 

to the discrepancy criteria at the 95% confidence interval, and 

64% at the 68% confidence interval. 

The researcher recommended further studies in this 

field to be conducted.  
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